
 

 

Duc d’Anville Elementary School 
School Advisory Committee 

Meeting Minutes 
 

Minutes from the SAC Meeting Monday, November 16, 2020 
 
Location: Zoom 
 
Attendance: Adam G, Nicholas G, Moira M, Anne M, Raechelle M, Nancy T, Nicole M, Jo-Anne K, Ken G 
Regrets: Rachael W 
 

Called to order at 4:30 

Approval of Minutes – Moved by Nancy 

Principal’s Report –  

1. We are welcoming Deepali Gupta as our new admin assistant. She is taking over for Irene Meko who retired on Oct 

30th. Deepali has been doing a wonderful job learning the ins and outs and we couldn’t be more excited having her join 

the Duc team. 

Discussion:  We have one Arabic language support person 5 days per week and a Somali 

language support person 1 day per week, to assist in translating communications. 

 

2. The new modular is scheduled to be complete by Xmas break. Currently they are working on the two stairwells that 

are enclosed from the second floor to the first floor. Washrooms will not be added to the second floor but admin now 

has the ability to shuffle which classrooms will occupy the new building. 

Discussion: Concerns about the safety and practicality of the pre-primaries remaining in 

the portable building was a concern.  It was decided to move them into the main 

building which meant classes would need to be moved over the Holiday Break. 

 

3. Plan B and Plan C could happen at any time. Our school would take direction from public health. If we go to Plan B, we 

would get a little bit of time to prepare for Plan B before starting into it. Time to get the school ready, transportation, 

class lists etc. 

Discussion: 4 teacher would go to Halifax West High School with their classes but it is 

unclear where their replacements would come from.  Also unclear is how student 

would be transported to HWHS.  There would likely be no special classes like gym or 

music etc. 

There would be logistical issues of when and how to move desks. 

Adam – Plan B would not be a long term solution 

Anne said since schools have been closing for a few days to a week due to covid 

exposure, taking a few days to transition to a “temporary” Plan “B” may be 

counterproductive. 



 

 

Nicholas asked if grade 6s go to HWHS what would happen to the grade 5/6 split class.  

Those grade 6s might stay at DDES. 

4. We are looking to get approval for a new bell schedule. We would like to align our bell times to be close with Clayton 

Park Junior High. We are thinking of a schedule of starting at 8:55am and finishing at 2:45pm. We would take the time 

away from lunchtime and lunch would be shorter. 

Discussion: Transportation will be the biggest obstacle to moving the school bell 

schedule. 

If CPJH is approved to dismiss at 2:40 and DDES dismisses at 2:45 this will allow older 

siblings to pick up younger ones from DDES. 

 

5. Report cards will be sent via email on Dec 1st. Parent teacher interviews will be on Dec 3rd in the afternoon from 1-

5pm. If a phone call cannot happen at this time then arrangements can be made with the homeroom teacher on 

another time that works for both parties. 

Discussion: Report cards will be sent home by email 

Dec 3 is parent teacher phone calls 

From 1pm-6pm.  Will teachers be using their own cell phones?  Adam said he requested 

phones to be put in, $21,000!!!!!  (Ken) If computers are an option, will the tech system 

support that? 

 

6. SAC budget. We received another $5,398. We have some ideas for what we can start to use this money for. More 

books would of good use and some books that we want to buy for our teachers. Reading and Writing strategy books 

would be very well received by our staff. 

Discussion: Funding – $3,100 SAC budget carried over. The books hadn’t been 

purchased, now they have been, but we received another $5400 for this year.   

Adam wants to get books to provide all his home-room teachers with Writing and 

Reading Strategies resource books which will provide effective, research-based 

classrooms strategies to build and strengthen literacy skills.  (19 rooms) around $2000.  

More level books requested, spending the balance.  SAC approved purchase. 

Anne clarified these will belong to the classroom not the teacher. 

Adjourned 5:38 

 

 


