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Admin Message 

December was a very busy month. Thanks to everyone for all of your support, kind comments 
and wishes and of course treats! We are so fortunate to work at such a wonderful school! 
 
We hope that everyone had a chance to enjoy time with family and friends, get some rest and 
create some unforgettable memories.  
 
New Year is a great time to reflect on what we have accomplished so far and to refocus our en-
ergies to ensure that all of our students are successful at school. We are very pleased with how 
our school year has gone so far and we are ready to continue to work hard with our students 
and their families. There will also be some fun activities to help us keep our spirits up during the 
winter months.  
 
Winter is here so please make sure your children are well equipped for whatever weather the 
day might bring. Please also put some extra clothes including socks and mittens in your child ’s 
backpack or send them into the teacher. We do have a supply in the office but sometimes we 
have trouble finding items that fit. 
 

“You don’t have to see the whole staircase, just take the first step.”  
   Martin Luther King Jr. 
 

All the best in 2021, 
Rachael and Adam      
 
New Modular Building 
We are so excited that the new modular building is complete!  The following classes in the new building:   
 
1st floor:      2nd floor: 
1 TCurrie     2 Kanellakos/Hood 
1 Currie/Landry                  2/3 Leveille 
1/2 MacLean/Wride    3 Marks    
2 Noel       3 Baldwin 
 
Along with classes moving out to the new modular building, our pre-primary classes moved into the main 
building and a few classes moved upstairs.   

 
Family Literacy Day 
Family Literacy Day® is a national awareness initiative created by ABC Life Literacy Canada in 1999 
and held annually on January 27 to raise awareness of the importance of reading and engaging in other 
literacy-related activities as a   family. Taking time every day to read or do a learning activity with chil-
dren is crucial to a child’s development, improving a child’s literacy skills dramatically, and can help a 
parent improve their skills as well. 

January 27, 2020 is Family Literacy Day! During the week of January 25-29 we will be having some 
special literacy days at school to help promote a love of reading. More information will be sent home 
closer to the week.                  

You can go to the Family Literacy Day website at http://abclifeliteracy.ca/fld/activity-ideas to find ideas 
for home and we are also including the activity suggestions here. 

Plan a Day Trip: Go online together  to find fun (and free) places to go in your  city for  your  next 
family day trip. 
 
Sing it to Me: Play a song and then pause it. Ask your  family to sing the next line – do they know it? 
 
Pop-up Kitchen: Follow a recipe together  – a yummy way to practice math and reading. 
 
#TTYL: Keep in touch with teens and impress them with your  amazing texting skills (like using 
popular hashtags while 
using full sentences.) 
 
Weekend Hike: Enjoy the great outdoors and learn about nature – why not make it a scavenger hunt! 
 
Reverso Story: Tell your  favour ite story, backwards – start with the ending. Can your family guess the 
story? 
 
Library Passport: Use your  library card at the library as your  passpor t to travel the wor ld. Where 
will you go and what will you learn? 
 
Tell it 2 Me: Write a secret message with number s and do math to solve it. 
 
Word Dynamo: Say a word and ask kids to say a new word that begins with the last letter  of the 
word you just said (apple, eat, tidy, yawn.) 
 
Watch a Book: Read a book then watch the movie together . Talk about which version you liked the 
best. 
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Reminders 
 
Jan. 11    Back to school 
 
Jan. 18    SAC meeting  
 
Jan. 20 Martin Luther 
             King Jr. Day 
 
Jan. 25-29 Literacy  
                Week 
 
Jan. 27  Family Literacy 
              Day 
             

 
 
 
   
 
 

School Hours 
 

8:40   Students can 
begin to arrive at school 
 
9:00   Classes begin 
 
12:00  Lunch 
 
1:00  Classes begin 
 
3:00    Dismissal PP-6  
 
 

Students who arrive 
at school after 

9:00am are 
late and miss  

important 
learning time. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
Late and Absent Students 
Thanks to all parents who are working so hard to ensure that their children are on time and in attendance for school. It is 
very important for students to be in their classrooms when instruction begins at 9:00am! All students should be on our 
school grounds by 8:40am to ensure that they are in their classes for when instruction begins.  
 
Also, it is very important that parents call the school when their child will be absent for any reason. It takes our adminis-
trative assistant and safe arrival a great deal of time each morning to track down all of our missing students so the less 
people we have to call the faster we can account for everyone. 
 
 
 
Dressing for the Weather 
The cold weather is upon us. Please make sure that your children are dressed for the weather. It is important that  
children have snow pants to play in the snow or slide on the hills. As always, it is a good idea to have additional dry  
clothing in your child’s backpack. This will keep us from having to contact you in the middle of the day. Putting names on 
items is also a great idea, this will allow us to get items back to their rightful owners.  If you are in need of clothing, 
please let us know. 
 
 
 
Early Dismissal/Storm Closure  

We all know that there are times when schools get closed even half way through the day. This could happen as the re-
sult of bad weather or it could happen for other reasons as well, such as loss of power, flooding or lack of water. It is im-
portant for all families to be prepared for school cancellations and mid-day school closures. For your information, our 
school is Bus Cluster 1, Unit 3 and part of the Halifax West family of schools. Decisions regarding midday closures are 
typically made by 11:00am. A great idea for parents is to sign up for a text from the HRCE to let you know of early dis-
missals or school closures. You can do this by visiting the HRCE website at www.hrce.ca 

 

 

Head Lice 
Parents are reminded and encouraged to make checking your child(ren) for head lice a part of your regular routine. In 
following the HRCE policy when a case of head lice is reported we will send home a letter to the whole school via email 
but just because you haven’t received a notice doesn’t mean that  parents should stop checking their children. For more 
information on how to prevent, find and treat head lice please go to the following link: 
http://www.novascotia.ca/dhw/publications/public-health-education/07135-head-lice-pamphlet-en.pdf 
 

 

 
Nut Smart and ‘Scent’sitive School  
We have several students who have life threatening allergies to peanuts and other various nut products.  Please respect 
their health and well-being by sending your child with snacks and lunches which do not contain nuts.  Additionally, many 
of our students have medical conditions which can be worsened by scented products. 
 
 
 
Pizza Wednesdays 
We are excited to be able to offer pizza to students every Wednesday starting January 13th.  Order forms went home 
today and are due by Friday.  This offer will be for the period between now and March break. 
 
 
 
Staff Updates 
There have been some changes to staff.  Ms. Noonan who has been a big presence at our school has retired.  All staff 
and students will certainly miss her and we wish her the best of luck in this new chapter in her life.  Ms. Lombard has 
come back from maternity leave and instead of returning to Grade 6, she has replaced Ms. Noonan in resource.  This 
means that we are able to keep Ms. Button in Grade 6 for the remainder of the year.  We are also so happy to have Ms. 
Layali return to Duc.  She will be working with us each day and will be a huge support to students, staff and the  
community.  We also have a few staff that are currently out on sick leave and are fortunate to have had the same long 
term substitutes filling in for them: Daisha Webb is filling in for Carrie Currie and Amanda James if filling in for Patrizia 
Aloisi. 
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